LOCAL FILMMAKER WINS INTERNATIONAL AWARDS

Matthew Luppino Receives Accolades For Work On Short Films
STORY BY KIM WILLIS / PHOTOGRAPHY BY JULIANNA BONNETT AND KURLIS MAT]

AT ONLY 22 YEARS OF AGE, Matthew Luppino, has earned
awards and accolades for his work on short films. To date his films
have won nine internadonal awards.

“Film-making is my passion,” says Luppino. ‘I sdll can’t believe
that all of this has happened so quickly for me.”

Luppine grew up in Windsor and graduated from Ste. Anne
Catholic High School. His interest in film developed at an early age.
He is self-taught, learning on his own before attending the Toronto
Film School. After saving enough money to
buy a Sony camcorder, Luppino shot his JAMES DOUGLAS
first film, “Beyond Fear,” locally in the sum-
mer before he started grade 10.
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It was at the Toronto Film School where
Luppino wrote and produced, “Blink of an
Eye.” It is based on a tue-story of a high-
school classmate, Mikaela Scurto, who was
diagnosed with ovarian cancer. During that
period he had the opportunity to go to Los
Angeles to work on a film, “Red Spring.”

One day on the set he received a call that
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“Blink of an Eye” has gotten into the Teneculo Film Festival in the
Student Short category. The film ended up competing in the Best
Romance Short category and won.

“Tt was really wild. I was only 19 and the film went viral and won
at another film festival and global distribution was offered.”

After 18 months living in Toronto, Luppino moved back to
Windsor. His five-year plan was to purchase film-making equip-
ment which would allow him the freedom to create his own proj-
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ects and continue to work on his writing.

“Never did I think I would have nine in-
ternadonal awards at this stage of my ca-
reer.”

For Luppino the best films stem from a
good story that connects with the audi-
ence. He specializes in the Drama and Ro-
mance genres, but also likes to dabble into
many projects including songwriting, rap-
ping, poetry, and writdng novels.

“T am a writer at heart, I having been
writng for as long as I can remember. I re-
ally saive to showcase emoton through
the art of film.”

He comes up with a lot of his ideas be-
cause he is a lucid dreamer.

“T actually get my best ideas when I am
asleep,” said Luppino. “I have a dream

journal and I write down all my dreams.



If I can't think of an ending (for a film) or
where the film is going, I go to sleep and
figure it out in my sleep.”

“True Colours” is Luppino’s latest film. It
is a que-story following Nathan and Bailey
as they discover true love. With the help of
his dream journal, Nathan reveals how to
show his true colours. The film was shot
over three days in Windsor, Tecumseh and
Kingsville with a budget of $300. It was
released on September 1, 2017.

“The film follows specific moments in
my past with a girl that I am madly in love
with. [ used the concept of when you say I
see your true colours’ in a fight and aimed
that message into a posidve saying, ‘T will
show you my tue colours. Itis dedicated to
a girl who has my heart.”

Forwnately there is a lot of support for
the film industry in Windsor-Essex. Actors
and others have donawed their dme and
talents to Luppino’s films.

Luppino says he worked hard on this film
and he's very proud of it. “Now that I keep
winning more awards and as they keep pil-
ing up,” says Luppino, “I feel litde bit more
anxious every time I enter a film festival
only because it intensifies every time I enter,
I don't know if I'm going to win or not.”
Luppino says he puts a lot of pressure on
himself to win awards. As he condnues to
work on his writing and producing, Lup-
pino is also focusing on promodon of his
films and his studio. In many ways there
has never been a greater dme to be a film-
maker. The internet and mediums like
YouTube and Nedlix have provided new
platforms to make films available. In addi-
tion, the cost of equipment has dropped.
Individuals like Luppino are able to estab-
lish their own company and make films
about stories they are passionate abour.

“Tt comes down to people seeing your
work. You don’t need all the special effects
that cost thousands of dollars. It forces you
to be creadve.”

As part of his efforts to get more people
to see his films, Luppino’s goal is to be
living in Los Angeles within five years.

“Tt can be challenging being in Windsor
a long way from the heart of the film in-
dustry. I have chosen the independent route
which means that I have to get my foot in
the door in different ways. However, it also
means that I have to work other jobs to
pursue my passion. I believe that if I keep
perfectdng my craft it will work out for me.”

For more informadon about Marthew,
his films and Luppo Stidios visit his website
at luppostudios.weebly.com.
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